
Heart Matters, The Question (Part 1)
Small Group Questions (audio or transcript)1

 The bible paints the portrait of the soul's panting, thirsting, yearning, longing, desiring after 
God.  Regardless of whether life is going well or not, there is an overarching drive to know God more 
deeply and walk with Him more fully.  We see in the pages of scripture a lusty, greedy, insatiable desire 
to get more of God.  This is not only seen in the pages of scripture, but has also been historically true of 
men and women who were willing to do anything to know and pursue God.  Why is it that we are so 
easily content to compartmentalize our faith, to do it on Sundays and live morally clean lives in 
mechanical obedience?  Paul seems to be greedy for more of God and says that asking whether 
something is right or wrong is the wrong question to ask.  Paul, instead asks, does this get me more of 
Jesus or does it rob me of knowing Him more deeply?
 If the biblical standard is a pursuit of God to chase Him, love Him, follow Him and be 
conformed into His image at all cost because of the surpassing greatness of knowing and loving Him as 
our ultimate Treasure, then why don't we?  Why is it so unusual to find the man or woman in the church 
that have an insatiable desire to know God and walk with Him deeply?  Why don’t we?

1. If you evaluated your faith, would you say that you have anxiety over a lack of being closer to God?  
Explain your answer.  (see Psalm 42:1-5, Psalm 63:1-8 & 51:10-12)

2. When do you find your pursuit of God to be more of a driving force in your life, when things are 
going well or when things are difficult?  (see Matthew 19:23-24)

3. Habakkuk describes a condition-less faith, do you have conditions on your pursuit of God (if God 
blesses me, protects me, prospers me, then I’ll follow Him)?  What happens if those things don’t come 
to pass?  (see Habakkuk 3:17-19)

4. Why do you think that Paul says, “I count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of 
knowing Christ Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count them as 
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rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ” Philippians 3:8?  Does this resonate with you?  Does this 
mindset cause Paul to walk in more freedom or less, regardless of his situation?  (see also verses 9-11)  

5. Do you see full pursuit of Jesus as a means to greater joy or a limiter to your joy?  Do you feel like if 
you pursue Christ fully, life will be no dull, boring and less enjoyable?

6. Is your faith largely compartmentalized and something that you know, but don’t regularly experience?  
Does your faith function primarily to make you morally clean or is it what presses on the motives of 
your heart as you pursue God?

Application Questions:
• Find a moment in a quiet spot and read Psalm 27:4.  Where does the desire to pursue God come from?  

Pray that God would ignite in you a desire for Him.  Spend time dwelling on this truth this week.  (see 
also Mark 9:20-27, emphasis on 24).

• Identify the conditions that you have placed on God in your relationship with Him.  We, often times, 
tend to make our faith formulaic; if I obey and follow and live according to your laws, then God is 
obligated to bless us, protect us, prosper us, etc...

Recommended Resources:
The Pursuit of God by AW Tozer (book)
When I Don’t Desire God by John Piper (book)
Don’t Waste Your Life by John Piper (book)
The Search for Happiness2 by Tim Keller (message)
Do You Feel Distant from God3 by Francis Chan (short video)
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