
Heart Matters, Some Answers (Part 2)
Small Group Questions (audio or transcript)1

 The desire to pursue God and know Him more deeply is a desire that God produces in us.  This should 
push us to ask God to produce a hunger, a thirst, a desire for Him.  We should cry out, like the father of the boy in 
desperate need of God’s intervention, “I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!”2  There is no set formula for 
us to execute to have this produced in us.  However, there are barriers that exist in our hearts to developing a 
desire for and pursuit of Jesus.  Two common barriers are idolatry and pride.
 We all worship something, we are worshippers.  The problem is that we prefer to worship created things 
rather than the Creator of all things (Romans 1:21-25).  We prefer the gifts more than the Giver.  The greatest 
problem in the world is not a moral, economical, or social problem; the greatest problem in the world is a failure 
to acknowledge and worship God.  The heart must have something to worship, something to fix its gaze upon, 
something to pursue.  “Every human being must live for something. Something must capture our imaginations, 
our heart’s most fundamental allegiance and hope. But, the Bible tells us, without the intervention of the Holy 
Spirit, that object will never be God himself.”3  On top of our natural proclivity to worship something other than 
God, we also naturally gravitate toward thinking that we are capable of doing life on our own just like our 
ancestors, Adam & Eve.  When these two are combined, a natural barrier to pursuing God with our whole hearts 
is created.

1. How would you define an idol?  Why does God oppose idolatry in mankind?  How does God promise to 
respond to us when we come to Him with idols in our hearts? (see Ezekiel 14:1-6, 1 Thessalonians 1:9)

2. Is it wrong to want something good?  Explain the difference between something you want and an idol.  Explain 
how, often times, our wants can become our idols.  

3. How would you define pride?  Why is pride a barrier to pursuing God?  How does God treat the proud?  (see 
James 4:3-6, Isaiah 10:13-14)

4. Explain how pride can be created in us when we approach our faith by constructing formula based lists of dos 
and don’ts that are targeted toward behavior modification instead of heart level transformation.  Does this 
approach to faith lend us to seeing ourselves in desperate need of God?
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5. When you think of God’s wrath, do you think of plagues and curses?  What causes God’s wrath in this passage?  
What does His wrath look like?  (see Romans 1:18-26)

6. Have you considered that difficulties in your life may be the grace of God, and getting what you want would 
actually be God’s wrath?  Is God more merciful to give you difficulty that pushes you to dependance upon Him 
or give you what you want, regardless of whether it is in our best interest?  (see Romans 1:18-25)

Summary:
 As Calvin said, “Man’s nature, so to speak, is a perpetual factory of idols.”4 “What do you crave more 
than God? Sexual pleasure? Money? Power? Approval? Comfort? Satisfaction for self? Here’s how you know 
what you worship. You worship whatever controls you. What is the True North of your heart, the resting place for 
the needle of your subconscious thoughts and desires? What is the object of your affections? What causes you to 
lose your composure, your cool, your inward peace and joy? What controls you?5  “What is an idol? It is 
anything more important to you than God, anything that absorbs your heart and imagination more than God, 
anything you seek to give you what only God can give.  A counterfeit god is anything so central and essential to 
your life that, should you lose it, your life would feel hardly worth living. An idol has such a controlling position 
in your heart that you can spend most of your passion and energy, your emotional and financial resources, on it 
without a second thought. It can be family and children, or career and making money, or achievement and critical 
acclaim, or saving “face” and social standing. It can be a romantic relationship, peer approval, competence and 
skill, secure and comfortable circumstances, your beauty or your brains, a great political or social cause, your 
morality and virtue, or even success in the Christian ministry. When your meaning in life is to fix someone else’s 
life, we may call it “co-dependency” but it is really idolatry. An idol is whatever you look at and say, in your heart 
of hearts, “If I have that, then I’ll feel my life has meaning, then I’ll know I have value, then I’ll feel significant 
and secure.” There are many ways to describe that kind of relationship to something, but perhaps the best one is 
worship.”6 
 Pride says, “I’ve got this, I can handle it, God is relying on us to accomplish His purposes.”  God doesn’t 
need us to accomplish His purposes!7  An honest assessment of our lives reveals that we are rarely as faithful as 
we ought to be.  How often do we execute well enough?  If our faith has become characterized by things that we 
must do (to manage or modify our behavior, to serve Him, to measure up to His standards) then pride creeps in 
because there is no desperation for God.  This places the focus on us to perform correctly or at least to pretend to!  
When we walk in pride, we don’t need grace, because we’ve got it on our own.  Paul’s rhetorical question to the 
church at Corinth, “what do you have that you did not receive,”8 is a great reminder to us that the of the author of 
every good thing in our lives is God.  When we approach God with this mindset, humility and thankfulness is 
produced.
 The great news is that if we have any desire for a softer heart that desires to pursue God then God is 
working in our lives!  We have not become futile in our thinking as Paul says.9  Is part of the reason that we avoid 
pursuing God deeply because we know that if we draw near to Him that He will want to talk about the thing that 
we love more than we love Him?  Or is it because we don’t really feel a need for Him because life is going 
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smoothly?  We must always remember that God is after our joy, not external compliance.  

Application:
• Find a moment in a quiet spot and ask God to help you to identify things in your life that you have made in to 

idols.  These may be good things (like marriage, success, morality, child rearing, money, comfort, security, 
spiritual accomplishment) that you have turned in to “god things.”  Ask yourself, “is there anything that I don't 
want God to touch, that is non-negotiable, that my hand has closed on?

• Identify ways that you have synthesized your faith down to a list of do’s, dont’s and tasks to accomplish.  Ask 
yourself if this has produced a deeper dependance upon God or has produced independence (pride) in you.  Is it  
possible your pursuit of God is hampered by your own service for Him? 

Recommended Resources:
Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters by Timothy 
Keller (book)
Christ Formed in You by Brian Hedges (especially chapter 4 entitled The Cure Has Begun:  The Heart) (book)
When Christianity is Idolatry10 by Matt Johnson (blog post)
Jesus + Nothing = Everything11 by Tullian Tchividjian (message)
A World of Idols12 by Tim Keller (message)

20110920r1

Heart Matters, Some Answers (Part 2) Page 3 of 3

1Audio:  http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/download.php?sid=5356&url=http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/audio/
200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.mp3&mediaBID=1128926 
Transcript:  http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/transcripts/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.pdf

2 Mark 9:24 ESV

3 Keller, Timothy (2009). Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters (p. 3). DUTTON ADULT. 
Kindle Edition. 

4 Calvin, John T. McNeil, ed., Ford L. Battles, trans., Institutes of the Christian Religion, Book I, Chap. XI, 8 (Philadelphia, PA: The Westminster Press, 
1960) 108.  Hedges, Brian G. (2010). Christ Formed in You (Kindle Locations 5143-5145). Shepherd Press. Kindle Edition. 

5 Hedges, Brian G. (2010). Christ Formed in You (Kindle Locations 1335-1340). Shepherd Press. Kindle Edition.

6 Keller, Timothy (2009). Counterfeit Gods: The Empty Promises of Money, Sex, and Power, and the Only Hope that Matters. DUTTON ADULT. Kindle 
Edition location 133.

7 “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.” (Psalms 115:3 ESV); “The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven 
and earth, does not live in temples made by man, nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mankind life 
and breath and everything.” (Acts 17:24–25 ESV)

8 “What do you have that you did not receive? If then you received it, why do you boast as if you did not receive it?” (1 Corinthians 4:7 ESV)

9 Romans 1:21

10 http://theresurgence.com/2011/08/19/when-christianity-is-idolatry

11 Audio:  http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-
JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3;Video:  http://theresurgence.com/2011/03/17/tullian-tchividjian-jesus-nothing-everything 

12 A World of Idols by Tim Keller.  http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/world-idols

https://kindle.amazon.com/work/counterfeit-gods-promises-matters-ebook/B0023VUWUW/B002TNGBJ0
https://kindle.amazon.com/work/counterfeit-gods-promises-matters-ebook/B0023VUWUW/B002TNGBJ0
http://theresurgence.com/2011/08/19/when-christianity-is-idolatry
http://theresurgence.com/2011/08/19/when-christianity-is-idolatry
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/world-idols
http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/world-idols
http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/download.php?sid=5356&url=http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/audio/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.mp3&mediaBID=1128926
http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/download.php?sid=5356&url=http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/audio/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.mp3&mediaBID=1128926
http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/download.php?sid=5356&url=http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/audio/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.mp3&mediaBID=1128926
http://my.ekklesia360.com/Clients/download.php?sid=5356&url=http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/audio/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.mp3&mediaBID=1128926
http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/transcripts/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.pdf
http://media.thevillagechurch.net/sermons/transcripts/200705270900HVWC21ASAAA_MattChandler_HeartMattersPt2-SomeAnswers.pdf
http://theresurgence.com/2011/08/19/when-christianity-is-idolatry
http://theresurgence.com/2011/08/19/when-christianity-is-idolatry
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://fm.thevillagechurch.net/resource_files/audio/201105071915FMWC21ASAAA_TullianTchividjian_StandAlone-JesusPlusNothingEqualsEverything.mp3
http://theresurgence.com/2011/03/17/tullian-tchividjian-jesus-nothing-everything
http://theresurgence.com/2011/03/17/tullian-tchividjian-jesus-nothing-everything
http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/world-idols
http://sermons2.redeemer.com/sermons/world-idols

