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“the heart of every culture is its main “Hope,” what it tells 
its members that life is all about.” p 129

“An idol is something that we look to for things that only 
God can give. Idolatry functions widely inside religious 
communities when doctrinal truth is elevated to the 
position of a false god. This occurs when people rely on 
the rightness of their doctrine for their standing with 
God rather than on God himself and his grace. It is a 
subtle but deadly mistake.” p 131
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Idols in Our Religion
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“Another form of idolatry within religious communities 
turns spiritual gifts and ministry success into a 
counterfeit god. Spiritual gifts (talent, ability, 
performance, growth) are often mistaken for what the 
Bible calls spiritual “fruit” (love, joy, patience, humility, 
courage, gentleness).103 Even ministers who believe 
with the mind that “I am only saved by grace” can 
come to feel in their heart that their standing with God 
depends largely on how many lives they are changing. 
Page 131-132
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 Another kind of religious idolatry has to do with 
moral living itself. As I have argued at length 
elsewhere, the default mode of the human heart is 
to seek to control God and others through our 
moral performance. Because we have lived 
virtuous lives we feel that God (and the people we 
meet) owe us respect and support. Though we may 
give lip service to Jesus as our example and 
inspiration, we are still looking to ourselves and our 
own moral striving for salvation. p 131-32
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The Prodigal
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We think that our good behavior merits God’s approval & 
blessing.  The wicked, foolish & irresponsible younger 
brother got mercy & grace from the father because he 
recognized that He didn’t deserve it, couldn’t earn it and 
was hopeless without it.  The older brother had pushed his 
chips into the pot based on his obedience, hard work & 
good behavior.  He could not see a need for grace because 
it was owed to him.  Therefore, he could not extend it to 
his brother because he did not deserve it.  Grace is just 
that - grace.  It is unmerited, unearned, undeserved.  Good 
people don’t see the need for grace.
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Jonah - A Picture of Us
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Jonah so loathed the Assyrian race that he saw God’s 
forgiveness of them to be the worst thing that could 
have happened. He was willing to confront and 
denounce the Ninevites, but he could not love them. 
He didn’t want them saved; he didn’t want them 
to receive God’s mercy. p144

His apprehension of God’s grace in chapter 2 had 
been mainly intellectual. It had not penetrated 
his heart. Jonah stands as a warning that human 
hearts never change quickly or easily, even when 
a person is being mentored directly by God.  p144

6Tuesday, March 5, 13



The True Jonah
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Jesus’s example and grace heals our will to power. The 
normal response to our sense of powerlessness is to deny 
it, to find people to dominate and control in order to live in 
that denial. But Jesus shows us another way. By giving up 
his power and serving, he became the most influential 
man who ever lived. Jesus is not only an example, 
however, he is a Savior. Only by admitting our sin, need, 
and powerlessness, and by casting ourselves on his mercy, 
will we finally become secure in his love, and therefore 
empowered in a way that does not lead us to oppress 
others. The insecurity is gone, the lust for power is cut at 
the root. As a preacher once said, “The way up is to go 
down; the way down is to go up.” Page 124-125
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Redeeming Communities
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• Gospel Saturated

• There are only two types of people

• There are no gradients to grace

• Forgiven, adopted, accepted based on Christ alone

• Pretense & pretending give way to authenticity & honesty

• It’s ok to not be ok, but its not ok to stay that way

• Pursuing godliness instead of pretending to be godly

• Rooting out our idols & functional beliefs

• Remembering
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