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Money Changes Everything 

Counterfeit Gods    

Parable of the Rich Fool 

Counterfeit Gods    

And [Jesus] told them a parable, saying, “The land of a 
rich man produced plentifully, and he thought to himself, 
‘What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?’ 
And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my barns and 
build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and 
my goods. And I will say to my soul, “Soul, you have ample 
goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be 
merry.”’ But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is 
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose 
will they be?’ So is the one who lays up treasure for 
himself and is not rich toward God.” 

          Luke 12:16-21 
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We Can’t See Our Own Greed 

Counterfeit Gods    

“I cannot recall anyone ever coming to me and 
saying ‘I spend too much money on myself.  I 
think my greedy lust for money is harming 
my family, my soul and people around me.’ 
Greed hides itself from the victim.  The money 
god’s modus operandi includes blindness to 
your own heart.” 

       Tim Keller 

Self-Justification Blinds Us 

Counterfeit Gods    

“You don’t compare yourself to the rest of the 
world, you compare yourself to those in your 
bracket. The human heart always wants to 
justify itself and this is one of the easiest 
ways. You say, ‘I don’t live as well as him or 
her or them. My means are modest compared 
to theirs.’ You can reason and think like that 
no matter how lavishly you are living.”    

           Tim Keller 
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Love, Trust & Obey 
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“According to the Bible, idolaters do three things with 
their idols. They love them, trust them, and obey them. 
‘Lovers of money’ are those who find themselves 
daydreaming and fantasizing about new ways to make 
money, new possessions to buy, and looking with jealousy 
on those who have more than they do. ‘Trusters of money’ 
feel they have control of their lives and are safe and secure 
because of their wealth. Idolatry also makes us ‘servants 
of money.’ Just as we serve earthly kings and magistrates, 
so we ‘sell our souls’ to our idols. Because we look to them 
for our significance (love) and security (trust) we have to 
have them, and therefore we are driven to serve and, 
essentially, obey them.”   Tim Keller 

The Price of Discontentment 

Counterfeit Gods    

Keep your life free from love of money, and be 
content with what you have, for he has said, 
“I will never leave you nor forsake you.” So we 
can confidently say,  

  “The Lord is my helper;  
I will not fear;  

  what can man do to me?” 
 

          Hebrews 13:5-6  
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Our Deeper Idols 

Counterfeit Gods    

 “‘Surface idols’ are things such as money, 
our spouse, or children, through which our 
deep idols seek fulfillment. We are often 
superficial in the analysis of our idol 
structures.”   Tim Keller 

 
•  Deep Idols:  Power, Approval, Comfort, 

Control 

•  Our deep idols drive how we interact with 
our surface idols 

A Study in Grace vs. Works 

Counterfeit Gods    

The Rich Ruler (Luke 18:18-27) 
•  Sought to justify himself based on his works 

•  Christ exposed his idol of possessions. 
•  Apart from a work of God, we cannot be free of our 

idols 

Zacchaeus (Luke 19:1-10) 
•  Idol-maker of money 

•  Received radical grace from Jesus and then 
responded with radical grace to others 


