
The Image and Glory of God Part 3
Small Group Questions (audio here)1

1.  Why is church membership so important?

It is the framework for spiritual authority.  We were not built to function autonomously.  
Without church membership, discipline and governance is meaningless.

2.  What are Elders commanded by God to do?
a. Ephesians 4:11-16.  To equip the members to do the work of ministry.

b.Acts 20:28.  To care for those under their charge.

c. 1 Timothy 3:2, Titus 1:9.  To to teach the Word and sound doctrine.  

3.  How are members commanded by God to respond?
a. 1 Thessalonians 5:12.  Be respectful.

b.Hebrews 13:17.  Submissive and obedient.  “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let 
them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to 
you.” (Hebrews 13:17 ESV)

4. This is, at the core, an authority issue with most men.  How do you respond to authority?

Many American men struggle with being under authority.  Explore this in your group.

5.  Why was church discipline something that was important in the first century church?  Is 
it something that is important today?  Is it arrogant on the church’s part to exercise 
church discipline?  (see Matthew 18:15-17 & 1 Corinthians 5:1-13)

Paul accuses the church of arrogance for not confronting and dealing with this sin.  Church 
discipline is not something that happens often, but is part of caring for the flock in a loving 
and compassionate way.  Church discipline helps keep the wolves away from the flock.  
Passivity is not the same as love and compassion.  

6.  Why do you think church attendance and activity is so dominated by women?  How can 
more than five out of six men call themselves Christians while only two out six attend 
church regularly?
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Men have drifted toward passivity as the gender roles have been blurred.  They simply do not 
understand the importance of their role.  Additionally, churches have largely drifted away 
from the grandeur of God.  They are practical, pragmatic and helpful (which is good), but 
often times the transcendence, majesty, glory, and sovereignty of God are left out or are 
assumed.  These characteristics are critical to capturing the hearts of men.  Men are drawn to 
a transcendent cause and calling in life.

7.  Do you tend to defer the spiritual training and church attendance to your wife?

Even in churches where men understand their calling, they often times tend to defer the 
spiritual training to their wives.  Men must engage and lead in this area.

8.  Have you seen where the presence of involved men in the church correlates with church 
growth, health and harmony?  Why do you think that this is?

Yes!  It functions the way that God designed it to function.

9.  Explain specifically how Paul exhibited an eternal mindset among the Ephesians in Acts 
20:17-35.

He did not shrink back from boldly proclaiming the gospel in the face of much opposition.  He 
quickly obeyed what God called him to do (in this case going to Jerusalem).  He was 
constantly pressing the gospel on the Ephesians.

10.  Do you shrink back from boldly proclaiming the truth to those around you (verse 20)?

Men tend to struggle with passivity - especially when engaging around spiritual topics.

11.  Are you courageous and obedient or do you tend to let your circumstances dictate how 
you respond? (see verses 22-27

Do you quickly and courageous obey and follow, even when things don’t add up?  An eternal 
mindset leads us to this end.

12.  What value does Paul place on his own life? (verse 24)  Is your life, comfort, success or 
approval the driving force in your life?  How had Paul gotten to the point to where he 
could say that he considered his life of no value to himself?
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Paul places no value on his life.  His treasure is knowing Christ and following Him.  All 
things in his life pale in comparison to knowing, loving and serving God.  We all need this to 
be our driving force.  True, lasting joy evades us until our priorities are righted.

13.  In verses 29-32, Paul recognizes that “fierce wolves” were going to come in, what did Paul 
admonish the men to do?

The men were to be on the look out for these fierce wolves that twist the truth.  These men had 
to be walking closely with God and understand sound doctrine in order to identify twisted 
truth.  The wolves would arise from among themselves.  Do you know the scriptures and 
sound doctrine so that you can identify twisted teaching?

14.  Are you willing to fight for the church, for pure doctrine, for the gospel, for places that 
glorify God and not man?  Or are you content to let it be a female sport?

This is the only fight that is eternal.  It is on the shoulders of men to war for the purity of the 
bride of Christ.  Once again, this is a weight that men should feel.  This means that we must 
engage, serve, learn, submit, pray and surrender.

15.  What did Paul command Timothy to do in 2 Timothy 2:1-2?  Has this changed today?  
What does this look like?

Paul commanded Timothy to entrust the gospel and sound doctrine to faithful men who were 
able to teach it to others.  Discipleship is life on life, skin on skin.  There are no programs 
that produce disciples.  This has not changed in 2000 years.  Our faith is personal, but it is 
not private.

16. In whom does God put the primary care of the church? (see 1 Timothy 2:8-15).  Are you 
engaged in the church or do you leave it to your wife?

Men are charged as the primary guardians, care givers and leaders in the church.

17. What men are in your life that you would consider as a spiritual father?  Do you seek 
their wisdom and advice?

We all need godly men who can help us, that can instruct us, that can lead us. 

18. What men are you actively discipling and investing in?  Why is this important not only 
for them, but also for you?
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As we disciple younger men, we grow spiritually because we have to search for answers to 
hard questions.  We have to learn to work out our own salvation and articulate sound 
doctrine well.  It is truly an iron sharpening iron relationship.

19. What guys are in your band of brothers?  Are they pursuing Christ as their ultimate 
treasure or is God low on their priority list?  Why is this so important?

Do not overlook this question.  We never grow apart from other men who are vibrantly 
pursuing Christ.  These are not merely, good moral men who go to church and believe in God 
(5 out of 6 men are in this category)!  These are men who are “all in,” these are men that 
meet with God, seek Him and are in awe of His majesty!  These are men that know the 
Scriptures, love them and use them in their lives in their pursuit of Christ as their ultimate 
treasure.

Recommended Resources:
The Role of Women (here)
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